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To: Interested Parties, Democrats for Education Reform

From: Chris Keating, Keating Research

Date: January 27,2021

Re: Key Findings from the January 2021 Colorado Statewide Poll

These key findings are based on a random sample of 600 respondents online, among voters statewide
in Colorado. This survey sample of 600 voters is meant to accurately represent the population of active
voters statewide in Colorado based on party registration, gender, age, education, region and
ethnicity. The worst-case margin of error at the 95% level for this sample of 600 is plus or minus 4.0%.
The poll was conducted from January 5 -10, 2021 by Keating Research. Keating Research is recognized
by Democrats and Republicans alike as providing extremely accurate polling in Colorado.

v" The most important issue facing Colorado’s public schools is student learning loss due to the pandemic.
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of distance learning during the
pandemic for a total of 43% who are
alarmed about learning during the
pandemic. The third most important
issue is lack of funding (15%), followed
by concerns about standards / quality of
education (12%) and inadequate
preparation for college / life skills (11%). The least important issues facing Colorado’s public schools
today is too much testing (3%), quality of teachers (6%) and safety / security (6%).
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The top issue for parents with a child in K-12 schools, is student learning loss due to the
pandemic - mentioned by 32% of K-12 parents.

v" Given the disruptions schools have faced during the COVID-19 pandemic, Coloradans are
initially divided on whether to administer the end-of-year statewide tests.
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v When it’s understood that the end-of- Due to the disruptions of the academic school year caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the
state has determined that the end-of-year statewide tests should not be used for either
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K-12 Parents

Administering the end-of-year statewide tests without high stakes implications in 2021 receives
nearly 3-to-1 support from parents with a child in K-12 schools (66% support to 24% oppose)

Administering the end-of-year statewide tests without high stakes implications in 2021 is also a
non-partisan issue, supported by majorities of Democrats (61% support to 28% oppose),
Republicans (73% support to 19% oppose) and the Unaffiliateds (56% support to 28% oppose).

Administering the end-of-year statewide tests without high stakes implications in 2021 is also
supported by majorities across all key groups in Colorado, including:

e By majorities of Men (66% support to 24% oppose) and Women (59% support to
27% oppose).

e By Younger age 18-49 (61% support to 26% oppose) and Older age 50+ (64%
support to 24% oppose).

e Equally by Lower Income Families making less than $75,000 (61% support to
23% oppose) and Higher Income Families making $75,000 or more (63% support
to 29% oppose).

e And in every corner of Colorado: Denver / Boulder Counties (59% support to
28% oppose), the 5 Suburban Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield,
Douglas and Jefferson (64% support to 24% oppose), the 4 Front Range
Counties of El Paso, Larimer, Pueblo and Weld (60% support to 28% oppose),
and in the 53 Rural Counties (64% support to 22% oppose).



v" The best reasons to administer the end-of-year tests in 2021 concern how COVID-19 has
impacted student learning. It’s just as important now to measure student learning, so we
can provide support for those students and districts who need it the most.

The COVID-19 pandemic completely changed the way students learned and attended school for the
better part of a year, and with no way to guarantee the disease will stop spreading, distance learning
will likely continue in many places. As a result, there has never been a more important time to measure
student learning. End-of-year assessments will be especially important this year to gauge how students
fared under new school models that combine in-school and at-home instruction and to provide supports
to students who most need them.

Particularly now, during this time of national crisis, states and school districts have a duty to serve our
most vulnerable children by doing all they can to assess the impact of the pandemic and to provide
additional resources and supports to the students that need them the most. We cannot improve what we
do not measure, and if we do not measure the opportunity gaps being exacerbated during COVID-19, we
risk losing a generation of young people.

Parents and guardians should have a full picture of their childrens’ academic abilities. End-of-year
assessments are one measure of student progress and can provide important information to parents on
their children’s academic progress that is not fully captured in student grades and report cards. They will
provide parents with objective information they can use to ensure their child can achieve to the utmost

of their abilities.
funqu
When Colorado voters are asked to volunteer , ed reason
.. i a
the best reason to administer the end-of-year pa'ents = sand
statewide tests, they are most likely to use Il I I l
words associated with a need to see or to " n !i || find
know or to help student learning in the Ch | Id r ST ger
pandemic / Covid. can best
anfasmgc/r/; & tm
Q/ behind %
0(;) progreist loSs (é‘
ved ucatlon 2
measure make %

stu ts



